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Cyt0-Smuggiing

Due to absence of cytostatic drugs in Oncology Clinic patients who suffer from cancer
are forced to buy smuggled drugs. Preportr found such cytostatics in Oncology Clinic too,
which used those drugs to treat patients. Responsible institutions said not to be aware
that patients were being treated with such drugs in this clinic. It is easy to find illegal cy-
tostatics - you just need to look for them in pharmacies or contact a pharmaceutical com-
pany that will put you in contact with smugglers

BESNIK BOLETINI & BESA KALAJA

Hundreds of individuals who
suffer from cancer every year are
necessarily subjected to therapies
with cytostatic drugs. Cytostat-
ics, as the most expensive phar-
maceutical medicaments, bring
astonishing profits to numerous
smugglers. In this case, health-
care, which is known as the most
humane profession, loses its sense
and takes completely different di-
mension. Commerce with health
and lives of desperate patients
is very wild. It does not choose
means to get the profit, regard-
less of the fact that doing business
with this kind of medicaments
may be fatal for many patients.

The supply by the Ministry
of Health is far from meeting the
needs of patients who are treat-
ed in Oncology Clinic of KCUC.

As a consequence, patients are
forced to by cytostatics in private
market where the circulation of
smuggled medicaments is rath-
er high too.

During its research Preportr
not only found smuggled cytostat-
ics, mainly in pharmacies close
to KCUC, but also noticed high
differences in prices that, accord-
ing to professionals in this field,
show that the said medicaments
are smuggled.

Due to lack of supply with
medicaments Oncology Clinic
treats its patients with cytostat-
ics bought in private markets by
the very patients that, according
to our research, in most of the
cases are smuggled drugs.

In order to avoid responsibil-
ity in case of side effects caused
by these cytostatics or in terms
of the use of smuggled cytostat-
ics in a public institution, doctors
in Oncology Clinic make patients

sign a document. According to
this document, which apparent-
ly remains unknown to any and
all responsible institutions, pa-
tients are responsible for effects
they might have from treatment
with illegal medicaments.

According to available data,
cytostatics that end up in private
market apparently come from
countries in the region where
these medicaments are reim-
bursed by respective countries.

Moreover, there are suspi-
cions that some of these cytostat-
ics come or are stolen from pub-
lic institutions, such as Oncology
Clinic or Central Pharmacy, and
end up in private market.

Kosovo Agency for Medicinal
Products and Equipment and the
Ministry of Health were surprised
and felt no responsibility what-
soever when presented with all
these facts. It seems that compe-
tent institutions are very unlikely
to take responsibility and no one
takes over the lead to make steps
in order to prevent the smuggling
of cytostatics, which, according
to this research, is a business that
runs quite freely.

WHEN MH DOES NOT SUPPLY,

SMUGGLERS DO

Only in 2013, 730 persons
were diagnosed with cancer in
Oncology Clinic. This number
does not include patients that are
diagnosed in Albania, Macedo-
nia, in Turkey and other coun-
tries. The average number of pa-
tients that are treated in Oncol-
ogy is usually 100 but there are
cases when this number reaches
300 patients.

Ministry of Health was never

able to fulfill 100% of the vital

list, i.e. the list of medicaments
that should by all means be found
in health institutions, including
cytostatics.

Faik Hoti, Director of Infor-
mation Department at MH says
that the absence of cytostatics is
also linked with the lack of bud-
get, since there is discrepancy
between demand and possibili-
ties. “The demands of Oncology
Clinic for cytostatics in 2014 was
around 9,3 million euros, whereas
the available funds of MH for this
category of medicaments was 4,4
million euros”, he added.

According to an analysis of
Ministry of Health related to es-
sential list products for 2013,
Kosovo is among countries with
the lowest percentage of bud-
get for health (around 2.3% of
GDP), compared to countries in
the region with S¥7% of GDP, or
compared to European countries
with 10% of GDP. This shows
that health has never been a pri-
ority of any of the governments
since the end of war.

Despite partial supply with
cytostatics by MH, another evi-
dent thing is wrong budget man-
agement, with supply in the first
part of the year being quite higher
compared to the rest of the year.

The document from Oncol-
ogy, which was provided by Pre-
portr, shows that the vital list of
cytostatics is far from being ful-
filled.

Although there are 59 types
of cytostatics, on October 27,
2014 Oncology Clinic only had
7 types, while there was a lack
of those medicaments that were
mostly required for patients’
treatment. This situation causes
further increase of demand for
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“The demands of Oncology Clinic
for cytostatics in 2014 was around
9,3 million euros, whereas the
available funds of MH for this
category of medicaments was 4,4
million euros” - Fatik Hoti, Director of
Information Department at MH
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“Even when this Clinic is supplied with 50% of
cytostatics by the Ministry of Health, the other half

comes from smuggling”

- Behxhet Osmani, The Director of Oncology Clinic

“| sell Herceptin 440 mg for 750
euros, | bring it to you, just tell me
where you are. It is well preserved,
don’t worry, no concern. These

ones, with papers, are very

expensive. Herceptin is by Roche;
it is best before 10/2016, | think.

|t does not have a banderole. For
example, if | wanted | could take a
banderole and stick it on, but that's
not it. | should tell you the truth,
that we, for instance, got those
from Macedonia and Albania, and it
doesn’t make sense to bring them

with their banderole”

- said the vendor of
smuggled cytostatics.

these medicaments in private
sector, and thus increasing their
smuggling.

The Director of Oncology
Clinic, Behxhet Osmani, says
that cytostatics without bande-
roles are brought in Oncology
every day. “Even when this Clin-
ic is supplied with 50% of cyto-
statics by the Ministry of Health,
the other half comes from smug-
gling”, says Osmani.

Oncology Clinic from time to
time is left with no cytostatics at
all and has many complaints re-
garding supply, while MH blames
procurement procedures for this
matter.

“Economic operators that got
the right for supply often use last
days of legal deadline in order
to deliver the supply, causing ir-
regularities in supplies. For in-
stance, if the deadline for the op-
erator to deliver the medicament
is 40 days, it happens that they do
not do this dissemination with-
in the first days but rather during
the very last days, and in certain
cases also after the deadline, for
which MH has fined some compa-
nies but that did not affect them
much”, stressed Faik Hoti.

But even after waiting and in-
sisting for two weeks, he did not
answer to the question regarding
the companies that were fined and
the amount of fines.

COMMERCE WITHHEALTH

Preportr team conducted a
research on illegal cytostatics
in pharmacies in Prishtina. As a
sample the team used Herceptin
440 mg, product of French com-
pany Roche. This cytostatic is
used to treat breast cancer and it
is one of the most wanted and at
the same time very expensive me-
dicament. Only Herceptin costs
40 % of the value of total budget
that Ministry of Health spends
for cytostatics, and in monetary
terms it is more than 1,7 million
euros. Ministry of Health buys
one Herceptin for 1 thousand 550
euros. Frequent demands, its ab-
sence in KCUK and its high price
have made this medicament be-
come among the most smuggled
ones.

Preportr team asked for this
cytostatic in some pharmacies of
the capital city, mainly in those
around KCUK, to see where this
smuggled cytostatic could be
found in the market.

In pharmacy (A) the price for
this medicament (Herceptin 440
mg), was 1595 euros. The own-
er of the pharmacy claimed that
this medicament had a banderole.
We were thus given a receipt that,
according to the pharmacist, we
could give to Ministry of Health
and get 70 percent of the amount
in return.

The same medicament in
pharmacy (B) cost only 700 eu-
ros. Preportr team did not man-

age to see it since this medica-
ment was not kept in the phar-
macy, The owner, after talking
over the phone with someone,
went out, met a person and told
us we could get the medicament
for only 700 euros. To our hesi-
tation that this medicament with
that price might be without a ban-
derole and not have the desired
effect, the pharmacist stated that
this is the same medicament as the
one found in other pharmacies,
that it is by the same producer
and also has a banderole.

Three weeks later, Preportr
team once again asked for this
cytostatic (Herceptin 440 mg) in
pharmacy (B). After three weeks,
we were offered this same medi-
cament with a price of 800 euros.
This time as well, we were told
that this medicament is not kept
in the pharmacy but we could
have it in half an hour. At this
time Oncology Clinic did not
have any Herceptin 440 mg at
all. Pharmacies made use of the
absence of this and other cyto-
statics for some weeks in order
to increase their prices.

With a much lower price, for
only 450 euros, pharmacy (C)
offered us this cytostatic. This
means three times cheaper then
the market price, or the price paid
by the Ministry of Health, which
is 1550 euros. But here too, it was
impossible to see the cytostat-
ic because it was not kept in the
pharmacy but we could have had
it in half an hour.

During research Preportr
team tried to get Herceptin 440
mg also from other companies
and pharmacies. The owner of
a well-known company that im-
ports medicaments did not admit
that they had cytostatics. How-
ever, this owner referred us to
another pharmacy, giving us the
owner’s phone number. He al-
so told us that he did not have
this kind of medicament but that
someone else might get if for us.
The third person that we contact-
ed turned our to be the one who
could get us a Herceptin.

“I sell Herceptin 440 mg for
750 euros, I bring it to you, just
tell me where you are. It is well
preserved, don’t worry, no con-
cern. These ones, with papers, are
very expensive. Herceptin is by
Roche; it is best before 10/2016,
I think. It does not have a bande-
role. For example, if I wanted I
could take a banderole and stick
it on, but that’s not it. I should
tell you the truth, that we, for in-
stance, got those from Macedo-
nia and Albania, and it doesn’t
make sense to bring them with
their banderole”, said the vendor
of smuggled cytostatics.

Representatives of pharma-
ceutical companies and experts
of pharmaceutical market issues
say that cytostatics enter Koso-
vo from countries in the region
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in small amounts using illegal
routes and transporting those in
bags and similar gear.

But taking into account the
price, we are talking about big
amounts of money.

Mentor Latifi, representative
of Roche for Kosovo, the compa-
ny that produces cytostatics, says
that the fact that these medica-
ments can be found in the mar-
ket with three times lower price
shows that they are illegal. Ac-
cording to him, the price is that
low because those were obtained
without any money and they usu-
ally come from countries in the
region where this kind of medi-
cament is reimbursed by state.

There are also suspicions re-
garding the abuse of cytostat-
ics provided by the Ministry of
Health, i.e. cytostatics that end
up in private market from public
health institutions.

One of the patients who was
being treated in Oncology had
bought Herceptin 440 mg for 1
thousand and 700 euros without a
banderole. Preportr sent the pho-
tography and the barcode of this
Herceptin to the representative of
Roche for Kosovo in order to find
out the market to which this series
of production was destined. This
office confirmed that this series
of this cytostatic was produced
in Asian countries for Kosovo
market. This fact shows that the
Ministry of Health bought this
medicament and it was probably
stolen in Oncology or in Central
Pharmacy with the purpose to be
sold in illegal market. The pack-
age of this cytostatics shows that
this medicament was once with a
banderole, which was intention-
ally removed.

The suspicions grow bigger
when it is evident that every ab-
sence of cytostatics in Oncolo-
gy Clinic and every delay in sup-
ply increase the price and the cir-
culation of smuggled cytostatics
in private market. It seems that
pharmacies and smugglers are the
first ones to get informed about
these shortcomings.

According to patients who
were contacted by Preportr,
there were cases when they had
not been treated with cytostatics
in weeks, because they were told
that KCUC did not have the sup-
plies. However, although there
was no supply coming from the
Ministry of Health, other cyto-
statics could be found in the Clin-
ic in the meantime. They did not
know where the Clinic had ob-
tained those cytostatics, since
there were continuous complaints
that there were none, according
to them.

This is the information that
the representative of Roche for
Kosovo, Mentor Latifi, had as
well. He says that some patients
told him over the phone that af-
ter weeks of absence of cytostat-
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ics they had started to receive this
therapy before a future supply.

“Few weeks ago, some pa-
tients called me and said there
were no cytostatics in the Clinic
and asked when the supply would
take place. Few weeks later they
saw cytostatics in Oncology
again, but not in high number.
In this case there was no supply
coming from our side, but per-
haps those were left in some re-
frigerators in the Ministry or in
Central Pharmacy”, says Latifi.

Despite this, Oncology Clinic
says that when there are cytostat-
ics those are meant for everyone,
and when they are through there
is none for anyone.

PATIENTS SUFFER THE ABSENCE

OF CYTOSTATICS

Patients who are treated in
this clinic say that in most cas-
es they should buy the medica-
ments themselves. Many of them
stressed out that when they had
an appointed treatment in place
only in few cases did they find
cytostatics.

A woman that was suffer-
ing from breast cancer, who did
not want to give her name, said
for Preportr that she was being
treated in Oncology Clinic for
six months now. She said to have
bought over a half of cytostatics
during this period of time, since
when she had treatment appoint-
ments there were no cytostatics
of that kind.

A family member of a patient
that was suffering from cancer
for a second time said for Pre-
portr that, after the operation,
his parent was treated with cy-
tostatics during one year and in
most cases he himself bought the
therapies since those could not be
obtained in Oncology.

“Since June this year, my par-
ent continued with another ther-
apy which was necessary since
some cancer cells were found in
the liver. This person received
therapy in six cycles, and each
one cost around 300 euros. For
the second therapy, the family
member bought everything in-
cluding the solution. The cancer
patient has now started another
therapy cycle, which had to be
changed because the former one
did not react at all. We also need
to buy this new therapy as well
(Cisplatin and Irinotecan)”.

As far as medical staff is con-
cerned, patients say that doctors
and nurses behave well and take
great care of them. During the
monitoring of the work of this
clinic Preportr team also noticed
that medical staff was behaving
well with the patients.

DOCTORS TREAT THEM WITH
SMUGGLED CYTOSTATICS
Oncology Clinic has turned
into a place where all smuggled
cytostatics are accumulated.
For few days in a row Preportr

team monitored Oncology Clin-
ic where patients are treated with
these medicaments. During the
monitoring of rooms where pa-
tients are treated, all cytostatics,
which patients were forced to buy,
were without stamps.

Behxhet Osmani, Director of
Oncology Clinic, said for Prepor-
tr that doctors in Oncology are
forced to treat patients with cy-
tostatics that they bring along,
which in most cases are without
banderoles and not safe in terms
of quality.

“Unfortunately, almost all cy-
tostatics are smuggled and very
few of those are licensed. By rule,
we would not give those medica-
ments to patients, but we must
give them”, added Osmani.

There was a notice in Oncol-
ogy informing patients that when
they buy cytostatics they should
make sure that those have bande-
roles, otherwise they could pro-
duce side effects and it was pa-
tients who should take respon-
sibility for that. Apart from this
notice, patients are obliged to sign
a document before they start the
treatment with cytostatics that
they bought, by which they take
over the responsibility for possi-
ble side effects.

This document has no legal
basis that would hold doctors re-
sponsible in case of a fatal epi-
logue of treatment of a patient
with smuggled cytostatics. Os-
mani says that there were cases
when patients, after taking this
medication, accused this Clinic
for not having the desired effect
or for having side effects.

The spokesperson of KCUC,
Shpend Fazliu, said for Prepor-
tr that Oncology Clinic during
certain periods of time faces the
absence of cytostatics and fami-
lies of patients are forced to buy
those themselves in order not to
interrupt the cycle of necessary
therapies.

“Families have their own wor-
ries and obtain therapies in dif-
ferent ways; they put pressure on
staff and they just give them that
therapy”, says Fazliu.

INSTITUTIONS ARE SILENT WHEN

ITCOMES TO SMUGGLING

Preportr made photos and re-
cordings of smuggled cytostat-
ics that were found in Oncology
Clinic, and sent them to Kosovo
Agency for Medicinal Products
and Equipment and to the Minis-
try of Health, but did not receive
answers from any of these insti-
tutions. Moreover, these institu-
tions said not to be informed that
Oncology Clinic gives smuggled
medicaments.

The spokesperson of Kosovo
Agency for Medicinal Products
and Equipment (AKPPM), Pran-
vera Behrami, says: “AKPPM nev-
er received a complaint related to
these claimed products in Oncol-
ogy and there were no suspicions

raised by respective institutions
or by certain individuals in or-
der for Pharmaceutical Inspec-
torate to take measures, and thus
AKPPM is not responsible for the
current situation there”.

Faik Hoti said for Preportr
that there was no report from the
Inspectorate of the Ministry of
Health that shows that such an
inspection was conducted in On-
cology. He says that if doctors,
patients or their family members
informed the Inspectorate about
such cases, inspections would cer-
tainly take place.

“Health Inspectorate con-
ducts regular and “thematic” in-
spections in health institutions. If
during inspections they run into
medicaments without banderoles,
that is certainly documented and
becomes part of Inspectorate re-
ports but the Inspectorate can-
not document every phenomenon
in every institution if there is no
cooperation coming from other
parties”, says Hoti.

The spokesperson of AKPPM
said for Preportr that there were
complaints from distributors
saying that products, for which
they are licensed, can be illegally
found in the market and in these
cases AKPPM, “acts in accor-
dance with the Law on Medical
Products and Medical Devices
and Administrative Instructions
into force and the suspected prod-
ucts without marketing authori-
zation are confiscated”.

AKPPM did not allow ac-
cess to inspection reports that
they conduct, in order to find out
about the amounts and kinds of
products that were confiscated.
Although Preportr insisted to get
information about possible anal-
ysis of any kind of cytostatics and
the results drawn, AKPPM did
not allow access with an excuse
that these reports are not made
public.

Spokesperson Behrami says
that since January this year 76
fines were imposed and 7 phar-
maceutical subjects were closed
down due to violations of Law
on Medical Products and Medi-
cal Devices.

“The products that are most
frequently found by Pharmaceu-
tical Inspectorate come from Ser-
bia and those are with no bande-
role at all. So far, we have 10 in-
spectors, which is actually a low
number in order for them to be
able to cover the entire territory
of Kosovo, and there should be
at least 20 additional inspectors
or more”, says Behrami.

According to the new law,
maximum penalty for possess-
ing medicaments without ban-
derole or with an expired date is
1000 euros, whereas for further
violations cases are processed in
courts.

This penalty amount is ridic-
ulous if we consider the amounts
pharmacies gain from smuggled

Smuggled cytostatics found
in Oncology Clinic

Gemcit

Produced by German company
“Fresenius Kabi”, destined for
Bulgarian market.

Endoxan

Produced by German com-
pany “Baxter”, destined for
Turkish market.
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Flourouracil

Produced by Turkish company
“Kocak Farma”, destined for
Turkish market.

iiiﬂm‘;s&me Sulphate
Injection USP

Vincristine

Produced by American com-
pany “United Biotech”, li-
censed to sell in many coun-
tries in Europe.

Dakarbaz

Produced by Turkish compa-
ny “Kogak Farma”, destined
for Turkish market.
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Herceptin

Produced by Swiss company
“Roche”. It is destined for
the Ministry of Health and
it was probably stolen at
KCUC. It can be noticed
that it also had a banderole,
which was removed. It was
bought for 1700 euros.



medicaments. Just by selling two
cytostatics that cost more than
that, pharmacies that smuggle
medicaments can pay this fine.

Taking into consideration
the way in which cytostatics are
smuggled, there is little amount
of confiscated cytostatics in Cus-
toms reports related to confisca-
tion of smuggled medicaments.

According to Customs report,
during 2002-2014 three Doxel
250 ml and one Doxel 80 ml cyto-
statics as well as 5 Ampulla Vin-
cristine were caught. In 2012 five
packages of Gemcitabine 2000
mg and 40 pieces of Etoposide
were caught. In 2009 a package of
30 Tamoxifen tablets was caught.
In 2007 15 pieces of Doxorubicin
and 13 pieces of Cisplatin were
caught.

SMUGGLED CYTGSTATICS, FA-

TAL SIDE EFFECTSLE

The main problem of smug-
gled cytostatics is their quality.
It is imperative that cytostatics
are transported in a temperature
between 2 and 8 degrees Celsius
and in proper transport condi-
tions. The stocking and trans-
port of these medicaments in
high summer temperatures not
only harms their quality but they
also lose their effects in therapy
and might cause side effects too.

“It may happen that a patient
takes that medicament in three
cycles and no effect is done to
the disease”, says the Director
of Oncology Clinic.

On the other hand, pharma-
cist Adnan Mustafa says that ev-
ery smuggled medicament is dan-
gerous for patients who use it be-
cause apart for not having the de-
sired effect the medicament can
also cause side effects.

“Every smuggled medicament
is at risk of being falsified and
may contain active substances,
it may contain reduced amount —
insufficient pharmacological ef-
fect, or higher amount of active
substance - toxic effect. Even if
the product is original it is at risk
of degradation of its content if
it is kept and distributed in in-
adequate conditions — more no-
table toxic effects (for instance,
Herceptin can be degraded if it
is shaken during transportation).

“Medicrime” - Council of
Europe Convention for falsified
medicaments — considers every
smuggled product a crime. Ac-
cording to Mustafa, Kosovo had
to sign this Convention that was
approved in 2010 in Basel, Swit-
zerland.

Agron Sadiku, director of
“Meditech”, the company that

Apart from this
notice, patients
are obliged to
sign a document
before they start
the treatment

with cytostatics
that they bought,
by which they
take over the
responsibility
for possible side
effects.

is licensed to import cytostatics
from “Roche”, says that the way
in which these medicaments are
preserved and transported is of
great importance.

“In order to preserve the ef-
fectiveness of this medicament it
is highly important to keep and
preserve those in optimal condi-
tions, since the change of tem-
perature can destroy the struc-
ture of that medicament, and
then, not only does it lose its ef-
fect but it can also have negative
effects. Medicaments are trans-
ported with refrigerated trucks.
These trucks measure the tem-
perature every 15 minutes, they
print and keep the record and
when we receive this record we
can see the temperature in which
the medicament was transport-
ed. In warehouses likewise, if
the temperature changes slight-
ly the alarms are activated”, says

Sadiku.

PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES

INTERVENE IN THE LIST OF CY-

TOSTATICS

One of the problems that
continuously showed up was the
drafting of the list of cytostatics
at the time when the tender was
prepared. Some oncologists who
wanted to remain anonymous
said for Preportr that companies
that import cytostatics contacted
them and offered them different
favors if they included cytostatics
that these companies are licensed
to import. Preportr sources con-
firm that these favors are also do-
ne to other doctors who are part
of the committee that drafts the
list of medicaments that have to
be purchased by MH.

In order to do favors to cer-
tain companies, products On-
dansetron and Granisetron,
which were initially included by
oncologists in the list of essen-
tial medicaments, were removed
from this list while their value in
the market was 1.32 euros. Lat-
er on, the list was changed and
these products were replaced by
much more expensive ones, i.e.
Palonosetron, which cost 77.79
euro.

Besides adding it, this me-
dicament was also included in
the list of cytostatics although
Palonosetron is not a cytostatic
but an anti-emetic that is used
in the prevention and treatment
of chemotherapy-induced nau-
sea and vomiting.

Even in the protocols of Brit-
ish “BC Cancer Agency”, in in-
structions of use of therapy to
prevent vomiting among adult
patients when using chemother-
apy, it is said that Ondansetron
and Granisetron are products
that have the same effect as Palo-
nosetron.

In relation to suspicions
raised regarding the removal of
abovementioned products from
the essential list, Enkelejda Gjon-
balaj, director of KCUC pharma-
cy and former Head of Pharma-
ceutics in the Ministry of Health
was arrested in April this year.

The economic crimes po-
lice has also interrogated secre-
tary general of the Ministry of
Health, Gani Shabani, as part of
investigation related to changes
made in the essential list, making
way for purchase of a much more
expensive medicament.

State Prosecution has con-
firmed for Preportr that charg-
es were raised in September this
year and they are waiting for an
invitation from the court for the
session to start.

Behxhet Osmani, director of
Oncology Clinic, says that this
happened before he was appoint-
ed director, not giving any other
details since this is an issue to be
addressed by the prosecution.

“It was an issue related to
a medicament used to prevent
vomiting, at the time when I was
not running the Clinic. When I
was appointed director the inves-
tigation came to deal with this is-
sue. I did not order it, and it was
somebody else who included it
in the list. That medicament is
good and we have discussed to
have 10-20 of that kind (Poleste-
tron), but someone removed all
the cheap ones and left only this
one, the most expensive one”,
says Osmani.
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DURING A DAY 0 PATIENTS
WHO SUFFER FROM CANGER
ARE TREATED WITH RADIATION
THERAPY, BUT (T HAS BEEN
OVER AMONTH (THE INTERVIEW
WAS MADE ON OCTOBER 17)
SINGE RADIATION EQUIPMENT

15 0UT OF ORDER,

Director of Oncology Clinic,
Behxhet Osmani, says that
during a day 70 patients who
suffer from cancer are treated
with radiation therapy, but it has
been over a month (the interview
was made on October 17) since
radiation equipment is out of
order.

“The breakdown of this
equipment causes a problem
because the continuity of
treatment is lost; there was a
high number of patients that
were receiving treatment and
now they have stopped it. We
give instructions with three
signatures for the treatment
abroad, which is covered by the
ministry, but all this requires
time and procedures, which are
not in favor of patients. So, it

is a procedure which requires
that the family also pays by
participation and some families
do not have this possibility to
participate with financial means
and patients are left without
radiation therapy” stressed Osman
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